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anta Paula’s new water recycling facility officially completed

The Santa Paula water recycling plant is located behind the old plant off Corporation Road. Above is a night shot of the plant. A
large pond of water in front is used for storm water containment. The majority of the systems used to treat wastewater is located

below the main building pictured above.
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The Santa Paula water recycling plant is complete and meets the State Water Quality standards. The plant was built on time. The
deadline for the completion of the plant was December 15. The plant with miles of piping, filters, and treatment has been online
for several months and has been working as designed and planned.

By Peggy Kelly
Santa Paula Times

When Santa Paula’s aging
wastewater plant received an
updated permitin 1997, it started
achainofevents thatwill cumulate
Wednesday with the official
sanction by the state of the city’s
new water recycling facility. The
approximately $58 million plant
is processing about two million
gallons of sewage a day, and as the
city grows the facility is capable
of handling up to 4.2 MGD.
The city was not responsible
for any upfront payments and
began paying a monthly service
fee once the facility was in
operation. The monthly service
fee of approximately $500,000 a
month includes payment of the
plant, operation, maintenance
and future capital replacements
and is based on daily flows. The
service fee is scheduled to run the
next 30 years.

In 2000 the city began to rack
up fines for polluting discharges
into the Santa Clara River, a
situation unknown by the City
Council who for years had a
contractor operating the facility.
Citizens living near the plant had
also been complaining for years
that noxious odors plagued their

neighborhoods.

By2003thecitywasnegotiating
with the State Regional Water
Quality Control Board to get
a grip on the fines that were
expected to hit up to $10 million
resulting from the plant, built in
1939, being unable to meet the
discharge requirements of the
1997 permit.

One of the provisions of the
consent decree reached by the
city team of then Mayor John
Procter, then Vice Mayor Gabino
Aguirre, then City Manager
Wally Bobkiewicz, City Attorney
Karl Berger and the state was
that Santa Paula would build a
new state-of-the-art facility with
a mandated completion/fully
operational deadline of December
15, 2010. The $8 million plus in
fines accrued by the city would
instead be applied to the new
facility, although the city paid
about $400,000 directly to the state
as part of the deal.

What followed was years of
study, Council meetings, and the
abandonment of an initial plan
between Santa Paulaand Fillmore
- also under the state gun - to
share a new facility. The effort to
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Steve Owen, Vice-Président PERC Water holds a beaker full of
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water that is at the end of the treatment process. The water is

then sent to a percolation pond.

City Council: Update on Bicycle Trail, street work requested

By Peggy Kelly
Santa Paula Times

The citizen representative
to the Ventura County
Transportation Commission
asked the City Council for an
update onthe Santa PaulaBranch
Line Bicycle Trail and expressed
concern over the disrepair of
city streets at the December 6
meeting. John Bravo told the
council they had appointed him
in January to the VCTC citizen
advisory committee.

“The things we’re talking
about is the bike path we’re
supposed to be building,” and
Bravo said he would appreciate
feedback “when we start,” to be
prepared to report on the issue
at the committee’s next meeting.
There was a groundbreaking
ceremony for the $4.1 million
grant funded trail - which will
run from 12th Street to Peck

Road - in late October. The city
had to match the funding with
$400,000.

The trail will offer other
amenities, including a rest stop
and kiosk with information on
the city and local attractions
located near the historic Depot.
Construction on the trail was
announced to begin in mid-to
late November; the total project
will take just under a year to
complete.

Bravo told the council he is
concerned about the state of city
streets. Numerous thoroughfares,
including 6th and Yale streets,
“need fixing badly...it’s getting so
people don’t want to drive those
streets,” and Bravo questioned
city funding that is targeted for
upgrades.

City Manager Jaime Fontes
said the Santa Paula Branch
Line Bicycle Trail has “already

begun” and is going through
its initial stages. “We are at the
last portion of the acquisition,”
and Fontes said he has been in
discussions with Ventura County
Transportation Commission
Executive Director Darren Kettle
ontheproject’s status.The project
will be in full construction mode
in several months, and should
be completed at about the same
time the Ventura County Farm
Museum - located in the historic
Mill in the Railroad Plaza -
opens.

When it comes to city streets,
Fontes said the city has a $5
million set-aside - culled from
an approximate $35 million city
utilitybond earmarked for capital
improvements - for road and
related work. The funding will
cover work in four categories:
signage that is out of compliance
and must be replaced, stripping,

“slip and trip” sidewalk hazards,
and potholes.

“Itwill allbe done in one shot,”
and Fontes said a survey of “slip
and trip” sidewalk locations has
been completed. Now the “scope
of work” is being examined and
coordinated with the county for
signage needs.

When it comes to pavement
needs, Fontes said the present
allotment of $5 million would
“merelypave Harvard Boulevard”
from 10th to Palm Avenue. To
repave Harvard Boulevard all the
wayto Peck Road Fontes estimated
would cost about $10 million.

“We’re trying to spread it all
over townin terms of priority,” and
Fontes said the city will “look at
streets,look at the worse ones... by
that I mean” those that carry the
most traffic. Fontes said there is
also aprintout ofroad repair “done
in the last year... but we’ll see an
increase” as new work begins.

By Brian D. Wilson
Santa Paula Times

State Superintendent
of Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell has released the
annual report on dropout and
graduationrates for the 2008-09
school year.

TheSantaPaulaUnionHigh
School District shows a dropout
rate of 18.2 percent. That’sa 12
percent jump from last year.
SPUHSD Superintendent Dr.
David Gomez said it’s really
not that high, although he
admits it is higher than the
one or two percent reported
in past years. He said some of
the increase is because of the
new measurement system now
beingused. “We’re making sure
our data is correct,” he said.
There are anumber of students
who leave the district each
year, mostly migrant families
returning to Mexico. He said

State Schools Chief releases 2008-
09 dropout and graduation rates

that the districtis now required
to track students who leave.

“The new system will be
more reliable than in the past,”
he added. The problem, he
said is that sometimes families
leave the area and don’t tell
the district and then they are
considered to be dropouts.

Gomez also said, “We’re
making sure that appropriate
intervention steps are taken
when a student doesn’t have
enough credits to graduate.
We have on-line classes and
summer school to make sure
they do get credits so they do
graduate.”

In 2008-09, 70.1 percent
of public school students in
California graduated from high
school, up from 68.5 percent
lastyear.The adjusted four-year
derived dropout rate for the
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build a new plant was at times
controversial, with the council
considering a new technology
involving deep shaft treatment.

Thewaterrecyclingplantissue
created splits in the community
and among the council, but today
the city’s new water recycling
facility, located south of the old
plant, is one of the first of its kind
in the state and the only such
operation created through the
Design/Build/Operate/Finance
process.

After a long bidding process,
PERC Water and Alinda Capital
Partners joined together to form
aDBOF partnership, SantaPaula
Water, which designed, built,

The city retains ownership of the
property where the plant sits.

According to Finance/Acting
Public Works Director John
Quinn, the last steps are in
process: “We’ve drafted a final
report that will be mailed out as
soon as we get done editing it...
it’s more of the same” in a series
of state correspondence on the
status of the new plant.

This document, though, will
be the last one: “We’re saying
everything is in compliance
with the WDR” Water Discharge
Requirement.

No longer is the end product
of the plant discharged into
the Santa Clara River. The new

operated and financed the plant. PERC plant produces Title 22

FOR TACOS”
Bring in a new unwrapped toy,
valued at $5 or more, and receive
$5 off your meal. (One discount per person.)
All toys will be donated to the Rotary Club’s
Christmas Basket Program.
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Healthy Pets Are Happy' Pets:

*Get Your Pet Spayed or Neutered*
i i s & Euthanization

Hablamos
Espanol
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If You Or Someone You May Know Needs Financial
Assistance A Service Can Be Made Possible By The

Herman Bennett Foundation A Private Non Profit
Call 805-445-7171
www . HermanBennettFoundation.org
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Gt 82 Off “Leading Ladies™ with this ad

Santa Paula Theater Center
125 South Seventh Street Call B05-525-4645
www.santapaulatheatercenter.org

LEADING LADIES

by Ken Ludwig
A Side-splitting Comedy of Mistaken Identities
November 19 - December 19, 2010
Frideay and Saturday ar 8:00 pm Sundeay at 2:30 pm

Adides $18 SRAST 815 CH 512

From the writer of Moon Over Buffalo comes the story of two English
Shakespearean actors who are stuck performing on the Moose Lodge Circuit in
1950’s Amish Pennsylvania. They decide to impersonate the long lost English
nephews of a local dying heiress but discover that the long lost relatives are
actually nieces. Quick thinking has them donning outfits from their costume
trunk and arriving at the estate as “Maxine and Stephanie” to collect the
inheritance. Romantic entanglements abound when they fall head-over-petticoat
in love with the old lady’s vivacious niece and her best friend.

CALL for Reservations and Information 805-525-4645

Trash & Recyclables or Green Waste Pick
Up Information for Commercial Customers
for the Christmas & New Year's Holidays

Since both Christmas and New Year’s Day fall on Satur-
day this holiday season, only Santa Paula commercial

r

customers of Santa Clara Valley Disposal who normally
have their trash and recycling collected on Saturday will
have them collected one day later than usual both weeks.
Service will remain the same for customers who have their
trash and recyclables waste collected on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday.

The regular collection schedule will return the week of
Jan. 3-8, 2011.

Thank you and Happy Holidays
Santa Clara Valley Disposal

1-800-41-TRASH

For information & to pay bills online go to www.ejharrison.com

high-grade crystal clear water
that is discharged into nearby
percolation ponds that gradually
replenish the aquifer. Quinn said
the city has provided the state
RWQCB with Santa Paulaletters
of “substantial completion...we’re
in the process of giving them the
final notice of completion and our
letter to PERC is the state’s part
of that.”

Ground for the new plant
was broken in July 2008, just two
months after the contract was
signed and alittlemorethanaweek
ahead of the state mandated start
date. From then on construction
was ahead of schedule, with test
batches and then full operation
reached months before the initial
September 15,2010 deadline and
even earlier than the December
15 full completion/operational
deadline.

With a gentle tiered waterfall
in the front, the purpose of which
is storm water containment, the
new plant is small, its footprint
one oflayers; the facility is largely
built over concrete holding and
processing tanks. There is only a
slight, musky odor when hatches
leading to the undergroundbasins
ranging from 24 to 30 feet are
opened.

“Everything,”
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Douglas Shively
Ralph Holmes
Jessie Arms Botke
Lawrence Hinckley
Horace Bristol
Vintage Photographs

John Nichols Gallery.com
Now by Appointment Only

525-7804

Second Floor of the
Santa Paula Art Museum
117 N. 10th Street
Email: john@sespe.com
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OXNARD !
SANTA PAULA 242 E. Hary

Water Operations Manager Gina
Dorrington, “can be pulled up”
for maintenance. A separator
discharges the trash that can
be found in sewage, plastic bags
and other debris, and the sewer
sludge fills about eight oversized
bins each week - 28 metric tons
a month - for disposal at Toland
Road Landfill.

PERC Vice President Steve
Owen said, “Redundancy is built
in,” so if one tank is disabled
for repair a second one Kkicks
in for processing, preventing
any downtime for repairs. The
complicated treatment process
utilizes blowers, scrubbers and
aerobotic digesters among other

demonstrated on apurpleilPhone
decorated with a large yellow
sunflower, noting, “We can see
what’s goingon” and in most cases
do adjustments without coming to
the plant, which has its own house
cat, PERCKkins.

“You’d think there’d be
firecrackers, maybe a parade,’
joked Quinn about the official
completion of the plant. As it is,
there will be a public dedication
in the future.

Santa Paula Art Museum
announces the closing reception
of the De Colores exhibition

The Santa Paula Art Museum s pleased to announce the closing reception
for the 17th Annual De Colores art exhibition on Thursday, December 30th
from 6-8:30 PM.The exhibition highlights the narrative paintings and cultural
story telling of forty Latino visual artists. The Museum is located at 117 North
10th Street in historic downtown Santa Paula. Reservations are encouraged

Seyed Khoddami M.D.

I'rhngHenq,l'rln

John Gustafson, MO,
DEMYH

Wendy Steiger, CHM,

Maria del Rosasio, P.AC,

by calling 805-525-5554 or emailing info@santapaulaartmuseum.org. Closing
exhibit admission is: $10.

The program will include a reception hour including guest artists: Louie
Moreno,VeronicaValadez,AndreaVargas-Mendoza, and Jose Zuniga. Musical
Entertainment provided by Angels On Harps, and by classical harpist Xavier
Montes. The evening also includes spoken word performances by Joseph
Castefieda and Vanessa Teran as well as a short film screening by director
Karen Farfan.

Because occupancy at the museum is limited we recommend an RSVP
to secure entrance.

For further information about the Santa Paula Art Museum please call
805-525-5554 or email them at info@santapaulaartmuseum.org.

equipment for the 24-7 plant
operation that can be controlled
on an iPhone or iPad via Central
PERC.

Although there are two other
operators that work each day with
Dorrington on an eight-hour shift,
she said computer technology
allows access to equipment
“24 hours a day.” Dorrington

= I7 | Goodwrench

30-Day Price Guarantee rgn Tires

*Buy any tire and we'll guarantee it's the best price in
town on quality brand-name tires for 30 days after the sale or
we'll refund the difference.

* Includes top Brands like Michelin, Goodyear,
Bridgestone, BF Goodrich, Pirelli, Continental, Firestone,
Uniroyal, Dunlop and more

* Free tire inspection and alignment check
at Santa Paula Chevrolet
* Free tire rotation for life of tires
at Santa Paula Chevrolet

101 W. Harvard Blvd. 525127 SantaPaulaChevrolet.com

Spec1alty Healthcare

WELCOME

URDLOGY

Close
to Home

The Centers for Family Health medical staff are here to provide you with
the highest level of care for all your medical needs. Located throughout
western Ventura County, the Centers are staffed by board-certified
physicians and compassionate medical professionals — many who are
bilingual. Urgent Care services are provided at four locations. Below is a
list of services provided at our Center:

Richard Reisman, MO,
EAaYH

» Family Practice * Delivery at CMH, Ventura

 OB/GYN County’s Leading Birth Facility
Steven Coyle, WD, * Cardiology * Laboratory On-Site
i * Urology * Free Pregnancy Testing
* Psychiatry * Urgent Care

* |ndustrial Healthcare Program

We accept most private and managed care insurance
plans, including Medicare, SCAN, Secure Horizons,

Hablamos

Medi-Cal, Seaview and TRICARE. su Idioma

Centers
for Family Health
Logan Bundl, M. %7 Community Memorial Health System
SANTA PAULA
m 242 E. Harvard Blvd., Suite C, Santa Paula
& {_; 805/525-9595

FAMILY CARE: Mon.-Fri. 9a.m.-5p.m.

/ | ﬁ \a g.‘ URGENT CARE: Mon.-Fri.. 9a.m.- 10 p.m., Sat., Sun., Holidays 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
W oo U ikt s, Wb 0 Urgent Care Available in Santa Paula & Fillmore

CENTERS LOCATED THROUGHOUT WESTERN VENTURA COUNTY
| OAK VIEW




